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2015; to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works.

EC-3982. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, Bureau of the Fiscal Service,
Department of the Treasury, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Offset of Tax Refund Payments to Collect
Past-Due Support” ((RIN1510-AA10) (31 CFR
Part 285)) received during adjournment of
the Senate in the Office of the President of
the Senate on December 30, 2015; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

EC-3983. A communication from the Dep-
uty Director, Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services, Department of Health and
Human Services, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Medicare
Program; Prior Authorization Process for
Certain Durable Medical Equipment, Pros-
thetics, Orthotics, and Supplies” ((RIN0938-
ARB85) (CMS-6050-F)) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the
President of the Senate on December 30, 2015;
to the Committee on Finance.

EC-3984. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Inflation-Adjusted
Items for 2015 for Certain Civil Penalties
Under the Internal Revenue Code’ (Rev.
Proc. 2016-11) received during adjournment of
the Senate in the Office of the President of
the Senate on January 4, 2016; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

EC-3985. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Applicable Federal
Rates—January 2016’ (Rev. Rul. 2016-1) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
January 4, 2016; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

EC-3986. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Standard Mileage
Rate” (Notice 2016-1) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the
President of the Senate on January 4, 2016;
to the Committee on Finance.

EC-3987. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Federal Tax Treat-
ment of Identity Protection Services’ (An-
nouncement 2016-02) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on January 4, 2016; to the
Committee on Finance.

EC-3988. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Regulations and Policy Management
Staff, Food and Drug Administration, De-
partment of Health and Human Services,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Hepatitis C Virus
‘Lookback’ Requirements Based on Review
of Historical Testing Records; Technical
Amendment” ((RIN0910-AB76) (Docket No.
FDA-1999-N-0114, formerly 1999N-2337)) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
December 30, 2015; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

EC-3989. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary for Employment and
Training, Department of Labor, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled “‘Uniform Administrative Require-
ments, Cost Principles, and Audit Require-
ments for Federal Awards Technical Amend-
ments”’ (RIN1205-AB71) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the
President of the Senate on December 30, 2015;
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to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

EC-3990. A communication from the Chair-
man, Merit Systems Protection Board,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti-
tled ‘“Training and Development for the Sen-
ior Executive Service: A Necessary Invest-
ment’’; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

EC-3991. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development
Semiannual Report of the Inspector General
for the period from April 1, 2015, through
September 30, 2015; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

EC-3992. A communication from the Acting
Commissioner of the Social Security Admin-
istration, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
Semiannual Report of the Inspector General
for the period from April 1, 2015 through Sep-
tember 30, 2015; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

EC-3993. A communication from the Execu-
tive Director of the Federal Labor Relations
Authority, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the Office of Inspector General Semiannual
Report for the period of April 1, 2015 through
September 30, 2015; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

EC-3994. A communication from the Senior
Procurement Executive, Office of Acquisi-
tion Policy, General Services Administra-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Federal Acquisition
Regulation; Sole Source Contracts for
Women-Owned Small Businesses’ ((RIN9000-—
AN13) (FAC 2005-86)) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the
President of the Senate on December 30, 2015;
to the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

EC-3995. A communication from the Senior
Procurement Executive, Office of Acquisi-
tion Policy, General Services Administra-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘“‘Federal Acquisition
Regulation; New Designated Countries—
Montenegro and New Zealand” ((RIN9000—
AN15) (FAC 2005-86)) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the
President of the Senate on December 30, 2015;
to the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

EC-3996. A communication from the Dis-
trict of Columbia Auditor, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Fiscal Year
2014 Annual Report on Advisory Neighbor-
hood Commissions’; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

EC-3997. A communication from the Acting
Commissioner of Social Security, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the Agency Financial
Report for Fiscal Year 2015; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

EC-3998. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs,
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the Uniform Resource Locator (URL)
for the Department of State’s Agency Finan-
cial Report for fiscal year 2015; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

EC-3999. A communication from the Dis-
trict of Columbia Auditor, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Advisory
Neighborhood Commission Security Fund
Annual Financial Report for Fiscal Year
2015”’; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

EC-4000. A communication from the Chair,
Federal Election Commission, transmitting
proposed legislation; to the Committee on
Rules and Administration.
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EC-4001. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Regulation Policy and Management,
Veterans Benefits Administration, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Payment of Emergency Medication by VA”
(RIN2900-AP34) received during adjournment
of the Senate in the Office of the President
of the Senate on December 30, 2015; to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

EC-4002. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Regulation Policy and Management,
Veterans Benefits Administration, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Removal of Requirement to File Direct-Pay
Fee Agreements with the Office of the Gen-
eral Counsel” (RIN2900-AP28) received dur-
ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office
of the President of the Senate on December
30, 2015; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

—————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Ms. MIKULSKI (for herself and Mrs.
ERNST):

S. 2437. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide for the burial of the
cremated remains of persons who served as
Women’s Air Forces Service Pilots in Arling-
ton National Cemetery, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

——————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself, Mr.
CoTTON, Mr. McCONNELL, Mr. REID,
Mr. ALEXANDER, Ms. AYOTTE, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BENNET,
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BLUNT, Mr.
BOOKER, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. BROWN, Mr.
BURR, Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs. CAPITO,
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. CASEY,
Mr. CAsSIDY, Mr. CoATs, Mr. COCH-
RAN, Ms. CoLLINS, Mr. COONS, Mr.
CORKER, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. CRAPO, Mr.
CRUZ, Mr. DAINES, Mr. DONNELLY, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. ENzI, Mrs. ERNST, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. FLAKE,
Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. GARDNER, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. GRASS-
LEY, Mr. HATCH, Mr. HEINRICH, Ms.
HEITKAMP, Mr. HELLER, Ms. HIRONO,
Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. ISAK-
SON, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KAINE, Mr.
KING, Mr. KIRK, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr.
LANKFORD, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. LEE, Mr.
MANCHIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. McCAIN,
Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr.
MERKLEY, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. MORAN,
Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mr. NELSON, Mr. PAUL, Mr.
PERDUE, Mr. PETERS, Mr. PORTMAN,
Mr. REED, Mr. RISCH, Mr. ROBERTS,
Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. SANDERS,
Mr. SASSE, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SCHUMER,
Mr. ScoTT, Mr. SESSIONS, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. SHELBY, Ms. STABENOW,
Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. TESTER, Mr.
THUNE, Mr. TiLLIS, Mr. TOOMEY, Mr.
UDALL, Mr. VITTER, Mr. WARNER, Ms.
WARREN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr.
WICKER, and Mr. WYDEN):

S. Res. 343. A resolution relative to the
death of Dale Bumpers, former United States
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Senator for the State of Arkansas; consid-
ered and agreed to.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 224

At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 224, a bill to ensure the United
States promotes women’s meaningful
inclusion and participation in medi-
ation and negotiation processes under-
taken in order to prevent, mitigate,
and resolve violent conflict and imple-
ments the United States National Ac-
tion Plan on Women, Peace, and Secu-
rity.

S. 290

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
KIRK) was added as a cosponsor of S.
290, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve the account-
ability of employees of the Department
of Veterans Affairs, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 553

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN), the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND), the Senator from
California (Mrs. FEINSTEIN), the Sen-
ator from Oregon (Mr. MERKLEY) and
the Senator from Connecticut (Mr.
MURPHY) were added as cosponsors of
S. 553, a bill to marshal resources to
undertake a concerted, transformative
effort that seeks to bring an end to
modern slavery, and for other purposes.

s.

At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 711, a bill to amend sec-
tion 520J of the Public Service Health
Act to authorize grants for mental
health first aid training programs.

S. 901

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 901, a bill to establish in the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs a na-
tional center for research on the diag-
nosis and treatment of health condi-
tions of the descendants of veterans ex-
posed to toxic substances during serv-
ice in the Armed Forces that are re-
lated to that exposure, to establish an
advisory board on such health condi-
tions, and for other purposes.

S. 1315

At the request of Mr. ENZI, the names
of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. CRAPO)
and the Senator from Washington (Ms.
CANTWELL) were added as cosponsors of
S. 1315, a bill to protect the right of
law-abiding citizens to transport
knives interstate, notwithstanding a
patchwork of local and State prohibi-
tions.

S. 1473

At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1473, a bill to authorize the appro-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

priation of funds to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention for con-
ducting or supporting research on fire-
arms safety or gun violence prevention.
S. 1651
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
names of the Senator from Washington
(Mrs. MURRAY) and the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1651, a bill to amend
title II of the Social Security Act to re-
peal the Government pension offset and
windfall elimination provisions.
S. 1697
At the request of Ms. HEITKAMP, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1697, a bill to provide an exception
from certain group health plan require-
ments to allow small businesses to use
pre-tax dollars to assist employees in
the purchase of policies in the indi-
vidual health insurance market, and
for other purposes.
S. 1709
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Ms. MIKULSKI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1709, a bill to reduce risks to
the financial system by limiting banks’
ability to engage in certain risky ac-
tivities and limiting conflicts of inter-
est, to reinstate certain Glass-Steagall
Act protections that were repealed by
the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, and for
other purposes.
S. 1747
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1747, a bill to improve the enforcement
of sanctions against the Government of
North Korea, and for other purposes.
S. 1890
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms.
HIRONO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1890, a bill to amend chapter 90 of title
18, United States Code, to provide Fed-
eral jurisdiction for the theft of trade
secrets, and for other purposes.
S. 2034
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2034, a bill to amend title
18, United States Code, to provide addi-
tional aggravating factors for the im-
position of the death penalty based on
the status of the victim.
S. 2067
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2067, a bill to establish EURE-
KA Prize Competitions to accelerate
discovery and development of disease-
modifying, preventive, or curative
treatments for Alzheimer’s disease and
related dementia, to encourage efforts
to enhance detection and diagnosis of
such diseases, or to enhance the qual-
ity and efficiency of care of individuals
with such diseases.
S. 2144
At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the
names of the Senator from Arkansas
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(Mr. CorTON) and the Senator from
Montana (Mr. DAINES) were added as
cosponsors of S. 2144, a bill to improve
the enforcement of sanctions against
the Government of North Korea, and
for other purposes.
S. 2200
At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoOLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2200, a bill to amend the Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938 to strengthen
equal pay requirements.
S. 2232
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the
names of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR) and the Senator from
Illinois (Mr. KIRK) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2232, a bill to require a
full audit of the Board of Governors of
the Federal Reserve System and the
Federal reserve banks by the Comp-
troller General of the United States,
and for other purposes.
S. 2235
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2235, a bill to repeal debt
collection amendments made by the
Bipartisan Budget Act of 2015.
S. 2291
At the request of Mr. KIRK, the name
of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2291, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to establish procedures
within the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs for the processing of whistle-
blower complaints, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2407
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
PERDUE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2407, a bill to posthumously award the
Congressional Gold Medal to each of J.
Christopher Stevens, Glen Doherty,
Tyrone Woods, and Sean Smith in rec-
ognition of their contributions to the
Nation.
S. 2426
At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the
names of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) and the Senator from Florida
(Mr. RUBIO) were added as cosponsors
of S. 2426, a bill to direct the Secretary
of State to develop a strategy to obtain
observer status for Taiwan in the
International Criminal Police Organi-
zation, and for other purposes.
S. 2427
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2427, a bill to prohibit dis-
crimination against individuals with
disabilities who need long-term serv-
ices and supports, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2434
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name
of the Senator from Missouri (Mr.
BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2434, a bill to provide that any execu-
tive action that infringes on the pow-
ers and duties of Congress under sec-
tion 8 of article I of the Constitution of
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